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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for operating a door-opening mechanism of a
household appliance includes: providing a first signal using a
door-opening sensor; providing a second signal using the
door-opening sensor; and providing a third signal using the
door-opening sensor. A total signal is calculated based on the
first, second and third signals so as to determine a spatial
direction from which a signal source originates.
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1
METHOD FOR OPERATING A
DOOR-OPENING MECHANISM OF A
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a division of U.S. application Ser. No.
13/226,512, filed Sep. 7, 2011, which claims priority to Ger-
man Patent Application No. DE 102010037 397.4, filed Sep.
8, 2010, both of which applications are hereby incorporated
by reference herein in their entireties.

FIELD

The invention relates to a household appliance, especially
to a dishwasher without a handle or to a refrigeration appli-
ance without a handle, and having a door.

BACKGROUND

Recently, customers have more and more often been
requesting so-called fully integrated household appliances. A
fully integrated household appliance is designed without
handles. This means that the household appliance can be
completely paneled. With such a household appliance, a door
or drawer is no longer opened by mechanically pulling on a
handle, but rather, by means of an appropriate mechatronic
system. Inthis case, one or more sensors detect a command by
a user, and subsequently an opening drive can open the door
or drawer.

International application WO 2009/132813 A1 describes a
generic fully integrated dishwasher without a handle. For this
purpose, a decorative panel is spring-mounted on the door.
Moreover, a sensor is provided to detect a relative movement
between the decorative panel and the door. Sensors that can be
used include especially a force sensor, a piezoelectric sensor,
acontact sensor or proximity sensor. In order to reliably make
a distinction between a useful signal and an interference
signal, this device requires a commensurately high actuation
force.

On the other hand, German utility model DE 20 2007 006
818 U1 describes a cabinet with drawers that is configured to
recognize when a user acoustically expresses a door-opening
command. For this purpose, sound sensors are provided, and
it is proposed for a sound sensor to be connected to the
drawers by means of a spring-loaded probe, and for another
sound sensor to be arranged in the rear area of the cabinet with
drawers. The distinction between a useful signal and an inter-
ference signal, the so-called signal distinction, is made by
evaluating the differences in the propagation time of the sig-
nals of both sensors. In order to achieve satisfactory opera-
tion, several physically segregated sensors are needed, which
involves a certain amount of assembly, contacting and wiring
work.

International patent WO 98/037425 describes an accelera-
tion sensor with a deflection sensor element.

German utility model DE 20 2007 015 532 U1 describes a
tilt sensor that comprises a three-axis acceleration sensor.

Although the household appliances of the state of the art
have proven their worth in daily use, there is a need for
improvement, especially in terms of their usefulness.

SUMMARY

In an embodiment, the present invention provides a method
for operating a door-opening mechanism of a household
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appliance. The method includes: providing a first signal using
a door-opening sensor; providing a second signal using the
door-opening sensor; and providing a third signal using the
door-opening sensor. A total signal is calculated based on the
first, second and third signals so as to determine a spatial
direction from which a signal source originates.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention are
described in more detail below with reference to the draw-
ings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective exploded view of a dishwasher
with a door,

FIG. 2 shows a cross section of a door of the dishwasher
with various arrangements of the door-opening sensor (2a,
2b), and

FIG. 3 shows a signal curve of the door-opening sensor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In an embodiment the present invention provides a house-
hold appliance including a door, an opening drive configured
to move the door from a closed position into an at least
partially open position and a door-opening sensor coupled to
the door. The door opening sensor is configured to recognize
an acoustically expressed door-opening command and
includes a three-axis sensor.

In an embodiment, the present invention provides a house-
hold appliance in which the door-opening command on the
part of a user is detected more reliably.

Thus, in an embodiment, the present invention provides a
household appliance, especially a dishwasher without a
handle or a refrigeration appliance without a handle, having a
door, wherein an opening drive is provided in order to move
the door from a closed position into an at least partially open
position, wherein a door-opening sensor is provided to rec-
ognize an acoustically expressed door-opening command by
the user, and wherein said door-opening sensor is coupled to
the door.

In an embodiment, the door-opening sensor is a three-axis
sensor.

The term three-axis sensor refers to a sensor that measures
signals in three spatial directions that are independent of each
other. In other words, it is a sensor that measures three-
dimensionally, and the three directions of measurement are
orthogonal relative to each other.

Consequently, the appliance is able to ascertain the spatial
direction from which a signal acts on the household appli-
ance. Thus, in an advantageous manner, it is possible to make
a distinction between a useful signal, that is to say, the door-
opening command on the part of a user, and interference
signals. If, for example, an object is placed on top of the
household appliance, a signal, especially a vibration, acts
predominantly from above onto the household appliance.
According to an embodiment of the invention, such a signal is
identified as an interference signal, already solely on the basis
of the spatial direction from which it acts on the household
appliance. Furthermore, the three-axis sensor is a monolithic
element so that, in a synergistic manner, less cabling and
assembly work may be used than is the case with the state of
the art.

The door-opening sensor may be a three-axis acceleration
sensor. Such a sensor measures accelerations, wherein a
vibration is proportional to the acceleration. A possible mea-
suring principle of such a sensor is one with which the sensor
capacitively measures the deflections of a reference mass.
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The deflection of the reference mass is proportional to the
acceleration. Such sensors can be configured as a micro-
electro-mechanical system (MEMS). Advantageously, such a
sensor can be used to precisely measure accelerations, while
having a fully-integrated design, entailing low costs and
requiring only a small installation space. However, the three-
axis sensor can also be configured as a three-axis vibration
sensor or the like.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the house-
hold appliance has a decorative panel. It is connected to the
outside, that is to say, the side of the door that is accessible to
the user when the door is closed. The decorative panel thus
constitutes an interface between the user and the household
appliance. In an advantageous manner, the door-opening sen-
sor is mechanically uncoupled from the decorative panel.
This means that no direct operative connection exists between
the decorative panel and the door-opening sensor. Thus, the
door-opening sensor is, in fact, not attached to the decorative
panel as is the case with the sensors according to the state of
the art, but rather, it is physically segregated from the deco-
rative panel. In an advantageous manner, signals that act on
the decorative panel, for example, structure-borne sound, are
not transmitted directly to the door-opening sensor.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the decora-
tive panel is connected to the door by means of fastening
means. The fastening means can be configured especially as
hooks, pins, screws or the like. In an advantageous manner, a
signal that acts upon the decorative panel, especially a knock-
ing signal made by the user, can be transmitted to the door via
the fastening means. The door-opening sensor is arranged in
the door, without having a direct operative connection to the
other components of the door. The door-opening sensor can
especially be operated by means of an electronic unit.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the decora-
tive panel is made of metal, especially stainless steel. It can
also be provided that the decorative panel is configured as a
hollow body. The door-opening sensor arrangement accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention can allow these deco-
rative panels to be used, since the sensor signals are not
hindered by this. Therefore, in an advantageous manner,
decorative panels made of metal, especially stainless steel,
can be used, which is, in fact, often desired by customers.

In an embodiment, a relatively simple structure of the
overall system is achieved, since only one door-opening sen-
sor is used which, owing to the measuring method involving
multiple axes, at the same time, ensures a better distinction
between the useful signal and the interference signal. It is also
advantageous that the door-opening sensor can be mounted
with very little work since it can be positioned directly onto an
electronic control unit. This translates into a system that func-
tions more reliably, along with a more cost-effective assem-
bly. In an advantageous manner, no additional wiring in the
form of signal lines is needed for the door-opening sensor. No
modifications have to be made to the dishwasher and/or to
peripheral components in order to operate the door-opening
sensor. Thus, the invention creates an easy-to-assemble sys-
tem.

In an embodiment, the door can be opened intuitively by
means of knocking, since a user is normally likewise accus-
tomed to knocking on a door, for example, when entering a
room. Moreover, this accounts for a high-grade appearance
since a user knocks against the household appliance, in con-
trast to pressing as is known from the state of the art, which,
for example, leaves fingerprints behind on the surface of the
household appliance.

In an embodiment, the present invention also provides a
method for operating a door-opening mechanism for a house-
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hold appliance, especially for a dishwasher without a handle
or a refrigeration appliance without a handle, comprising the
following method steps: measuring a first signal by means of
a door-opening sensor; measuring a second signal by means
of the door-opening sensor; measuring a third signal by
means of the door-opening sensor; and determining the spa-
tial direction from which the signal originates by calculating
atotal signal on the basis of the three measuring signals of the
door-opening sensor.

According to an embodiment of the invention, signals,
especially accelerations or vibrations from all three spatial
directions, are measured from all three spatial directions by
means of the door-opening sensor. Data-processing technical
means, especially a control computer, reads in and/or evalu-
ates the three signals of the door-opening sensor. In this
process, the spatial direction from which a signal is acting on
the sensor can be determined. Therefore, it can be advanta-
geously determined whether a signal is acting on the door
surface perpendicularly, and thus whether a useful signal is
present, or whether a signal came from another spatial direc-
tion, for example, because an object was placed onto the
household appliance, and thus an interference signal is
present. If a useful signal is present, and thus an acoustically
expressed door-opening command by the user, an electronic
unit can trigger the opening drive, as a result of which the door
is moved from the closed position into an at least partially
open position.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the signals
of the door-opening sensor are filtered so that only a limited
frequency band is made available. Thus, a frequency band can
be defined in which useful signals, that is to say, opening
commands by the user, are expected. Signals that lie outside
of'this frequency band are filtered out accordingly so as to rule
out the triggering of the opening drive at these frequencies.
Such filtering can especially be provided in the form of a
bandpass filter.

According to an embodiment of the invention, a spectral
analysis of the three signals ofthe door-opening sensor can be
calculated and/or evaluated. In an advantageous manner, it
can be ascertained whether an appropriate signal amplitude is
present at a certain signal frequency, especially at the
expected frequency of a knocking signal. If such a signal
amplitude is present, the opening of the door is triggered.
Consequently, in an advantageous manner, only useful sig-
nals bring about the opening of the door.

According to an embodiment of the invention, acceleration
integrals of the three signals of the door-opening sensor are
calculated and/or evaluated. Thus, in an advantageous man-
ner, this filters the acceleration signals and thus cuts off
unwanted frequency ranges. Consequently, useful signals and
interference signals can be more reliably distinguished,
ensuring dependable operation of the household appliance.

FIG. 1 shows a fully integrated dishwasher 10 without a
handle, having a wash chamber 107 and a door 1. The door 1
comprises an inner door panel 2, an outer door panel 3, and a
faceplate 17. A device control unit 6 is arranged in the face-
plate 17. The device control unit 6 comprises a control printed
circuit board 14, and this control printed circuit board 14
holds a door-opening sensor 9. The door 1 also comprises a
decorative panel 4 that is connected to the door 1 by fastening
means 12. Therefore, the door-opening sensor 9 is arranged in
the door 1, without having a direct operative connection with
the other components of the door 1. In particular, there is no
direct operative connection between the decorative panel 4
and door-opening sensor 9. The decorative panel 4 covers the
door 1 completely.
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If'the door 1 is closed, that is to say, if the door 1 is sealing
the wash chamber 107 of the dishwasher 10 so that it is
liquid-tight, the door is opened as follows:

A user expresses a door-opening command by knocking S
against the decorative panel 4. In FIG. 1, the knocking S is
indicated in the direction 18, so it strikes the door surface
essentially perpendicularly. The door-opening command on
the part of the user is thus especially an acoustically expressed
command by the user. The knocking signal S is transmitted
from the decorative panel 4 to the door via the fastening
means 12. The door comprises the above-mentioned compo-
nents, and the outer door panel 3, the inner door panel 2, and
the faceplate 17 can be connected to each other. The knocking
signal S is thus also transmitted to the faceplate 17, and thus
also to the device control unit 6, to the control printed circuit
board 14 and to the door-opening sensor 9. The door-opening
sensor 9 is a three-axis sensor, especially a three-axis accel-
eration sensor. It measures signals in the three orthogonal
spatial directions X, Y, Z shown in FIG. 1.

In the device control unit 6, the three signals of the door-
opening sensor 9 are read in and evaluated by means of a
control computer. An example of a signal curve of the three
axes of the door-opening sensor 9 is shown in FIG. 3 when a
knocking signal S in direction 18 is present. In each case, one
axis indicates the measurement of'a signal in one of the spatial
directions X, Y, Z. The appertaining signal level is plotted
over the time. A value L, shown with a dotted line, forms a
threshold value which, when it is exceeded, is evaluated by
the device control unit 6. In the present example, the threshold
value L is exceeded in the spatial direction X. In this case, the
spatial direction X is the spatial direction 18 from which the
knocking signal S, that is to say, the useful signal, is expected.
Thus, when the threshold value L is exceeded in the spatial
direction X, a useful signal is present that constitutes a door-
opening command on the part of a user. Subsequently, the
device control unit 6 triggers the opening drive of the dish-
washer 10 and the door 1 is opened by means of a motor.

If, in the measuring signals shown in FIG. 3, for example,
the threshold value [ was exceeded in the spatial direction Z,
then the device control unit 6 would assess this as an inter-
ference signal. A signal amplitude in the spatial direction Z
can result, for example, from an object being placed on top of
the dishwasher 10. In an advantageous manner, depending on
the strength of the signal in the three spatial directions X, Y, Z,
the use of the three-axis sensor 9 makes it possible to distin-
guish between a useful signal and an interference signal.

FIGS. 24 and 25 show two different embodiments of the
inventive door 1 of the dishwasher 10. In FIG. 2a, the above-
mentioned case can be seen, in which the door-opening sen-
sor 9 is held by the control printed circuit board 14 that is
arranged inside the device control unit 6 in a faceplate 17. The
figure also shows display and operating elements 8 by means
of which the user can, for example, select the dishwashing
program. The display and operating elements 8 are connected
to a display and operating control unit 13. FIG. 25 shows an
alternative arrangement of the door-opening sensor 9. The
door-opening sensor 9 is held by a display and operating
printed circuit board 15 that is arranged in the display and
operating control unit 13. Other arrangements of the door-
opening sensor 9 are likewise conceivable. Here, it should be
taken into account that the door-opening sensor 9 measures
the useful signals in a different measuring axis as a function of
the arrangement in the door 1. Therefore, depending on the
arrangement of the door-opening sensor 9, a calibration has to
be carried out, as a result of which the measuring axis of the
useful signal is determined.
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While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, such illus-
tration and description are to be considered illustrative or
exemplary and not restrictive. It will be understood that
changes and modifications may be made by those of ordinary
skill within the scope of the following claims. In particular,
the present invention covers further embodiments with any
combination of features from different embodiments
described above and below. Additionally, statements made
herein characterizing the invention refer to an embodiment of
the invention and not necessarily all embodiments.

The terms used in the claims should be construed to have
the broadest reasonable interpretation consistent with the
foregoing description. For example, the use of the article “a”
or “the” inintroducing an element should not be interpreted as
being exclusive of a plurality of elements. Likewise, the reci-
tation of “or” should be interpreted as being inclusive, such
that the recitation of “A or B” is not exclusive of “A and B,”
unless it is clear from the context or the foregoing description
that only one of A and B is intended. Further, the recitation of
“at least one of A, B, and C” should be interpreted as one or
more of a group of elements consisting of A, B, and C, and
should not be interpreted as requiring at least one of each of
the listed elements A, B, and C, regardless of whether A, B,
and C are related as categories or otherwise. Moreover, the
recitation of “A, B, and/or C” or “at least one of A, B, or C”
should be interpreted as including any singular entity from the
listed elements, e.g., A, any subset from the listed elements,
e.g., A and B, or the entire list of elements A, B, and C.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating a door-opening mechanism of a
door of a household appliance, the method comprising:

providing a first signal using a door-opening sensor;

providing a second signal using the door-opening sensor;

providing a third signal using the door-opening sensor;

calculating a total signal based on the first, second and third
signals so as to determine a spatial direction from which
a signal source originates; and

moving, based on the calculating, the door from a closed

position an at least partially open position,

wherein the door-opening sensor comprises a three-axis

sensor, the first, second and third signals representing
three independent spatial directions.

2. The method recited in claim 1, wherein the first, second
and third signals are filtered so as to provide a limited fre-
quency band.

3. The method recited in claim 1, wherein a spectral analy-
sis of the first, second and third signals is calculated or evalu-
ated.

4. The method recited in claim 1, wherein acceleration
integrals of the first, second and third signals are calculated or
evaluated.

5. A method for operating a door-opening mechanism of a
household appliance, the method comprising:

providing a first signal using a door-opening sensor;

providing a second signal using the door-opening sensor;

providing a third signal using the door-opening sensor; and

calculating a total signal based on the first, second and third
signals so as to determine a spatial direction from which
a signal source originates,

wherein the first, second and third signals are filtered so as

to provide a limited frequency band.

6. A method for operating a door-opening mechanism of a
household appliance, the method comprising:

providing a first signal using a door-opening sensor;

providing a second signal using the door-opening sensor;

providing a third signal using the door-opening sensor; and
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calculating a total signal based on the first, second and third
signals so as to determine a spatial direction from which
a signal source originates,

wherein a spectral analysis of the first, second and third
signals is calculated or evaluated.

7. A method for operating a door-opening mechanism of a

household appliance, the method comprising:

providing a first signal using a door-opening sensor;

providing a second signal using the door-opening sensor;

providing a third signal using the door-opening sensor; and

calculating a total signal based on the first, second and third
signals so as to determine a spatial direction from which
a signal source originates,

wherein acceleration integrals of the first, second and third
signals are calculated or evaluated.
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